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Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors 2011 

 
President 

Hugh Caison 
 

First Vice President 
Frank Brinkley 

 
Second Vice President 

Davis Carr 
 

Treasurer 
Missie Wells 

 
Executive Director 

Lou Powell 
 

Annual Golf Chair 
Bill Cook 

 
Bookkeeper 

Jim Cavender, CPA 
 

Board Members 

The Rev. Leo Bracken 

Maria Likens 

Laura Maready 

Teyaka Pickett 

John Levings 

Marlane Carcopo 
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        The 8th Annual Wallace Cham-
ber of Commerce Golf Classic will be 
held April 15, 2011 at the River Land-
ing Golf Course.  
        This is the only fundraiser held by 
the Chamber of Commerce each year, 
and many of the other activities we 
sponsor depend on the funds raised 
by this event.  
        Breakfast and lunch will be pro-
vided, and will be delivered to the 
course so play will not be interrupted. 
Make your plans now for your team 
pairings, and plan for your sponsor-
ships on shirts or tees or the leader 
board.  
        We are always in need of volun-
teers, so put in your request now for 
the day off and join us for some sun 
and fun this year! Team applications 
and sponsorship forms are available 
from Lou Powell at the Chamber of 
Commerce office, 910-285-4044. 
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     Incoming Wallace Cham-
ber of Commerce President 
Hugh Caison has officially 
declared this year “The Year 
of the Volunteer”. During the 
February 10 chamber  meet-
ing, he challenged those who 
had not volunteered in the 
past to step up to the plate 
and become involved in 
c h a m b e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  
     During the first 2011 Board 
of Directors meeting, Hugh 
shared his vision of a vibrant 
involved chamber comprised 
of business leaders who 
would be involved in civic 
events, would partner with the 
goals of the town leaders, and  
would become involved in all 

of the chamber’s events 
th roughout  the  year . 
     Hugh has also been a 
member of the Sampson 
County Chamber of Com-
merce, and shared how their 
members have become in-
volved, especially in partici-
pating in the “Chamber After 
Hours” events that are held 
monthly. These events allow 
business leaders to interact 
and network  with each other, 
and to share problems and 
solutions. 

     Hugh has met with Wallace 
T o wn  M a n a ge r  M a t t 
Livingston, and has pledged 
the chamber’s participation in 
reviving the Wallace Beautifi- 

 cation  Committee. The com-
mittee is comprised of mem-
bers of multiple Wallace 
groups that share  revitalizing 
our town in various ways. 
     Hugh is a vital leader in the 
community who serves as 
president of the Wallace Ro-
tary, and is involved with other 
McDonald’s owners in south-
eastern North Carolina in 
fundraising efforts for the 
Ronald McDonald House 
charities.  

     Expect to be inspired if you 
spend any time near Hugh 
Caison, and definitely expect 
to be asked to donate some of 
your time and efforts to im-
proving our community! 
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     There was a full schedule at the February Wallace Chamber o f Commerce meeting. Dr. Lawrence Rouse from James Sprunt Com-
munity College presented a power point presentation enumerating the newest programs at the college to best meet the needs of the 
community. This includes everything from the incubator kitchen program to a school for barbers, a program to provide specific industry 
driven training,  ongoing seminars for small business owners and a new initiative to have each of the five vice presidents at James 

Sprunt adopt one of the five county chambers of commerce and work with them to 
develop programs to meet the business needs in that community.xxxxxxxxx  
     Jay Briley from Duplin General Hospital spoke about the ongoing programs at the 
hospital geared to bring additional medical practitioners on staff, and  plans the hospi-
tal has to expand  wound care facilities at Duplin General by introducing a hyperbaric  
wound care pro-
gram at the hospi-
tal. This program 
would bring needed 
wound care to the 
high number of 
diabetics in the 
county.xxxxxxxxxx 

The Wallace Chamber of Commerce welcomed new chamber 
member Laura Toomer, a New York Life  insurance agent dur-
ing the February chamber meeting. L-r: Wallace Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director Lou Powell, board member 
Laura Maready, board member Davis Carr, new chamber 
member Laura Toomer, board member Rev. Leo Bracken, 
chamber  president Hugh Caison.  
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The 8th Annual Business Expo will be held March 4 & 5, 2011. 
The expo will be open Friday from 5:00-10:00 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10:00-4:00. For more information visit the Duplin 1st Council 
online at http://www.duplinfirstcouncil.com/expo.htm or contact 
Oliver Vestal at 910-296-4243. www.duplinfirstcouncil.com 
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Harvey Case, Jay Briley, Laura Maready, Davis Carr, Lou Powell, 
Rev. Leo Bracken, Hugh Caison 

Jay Briley Dr. Lawrence Rouse 

Dr. Lawrence Rouse,  Laura Maready, Davis Carr, Lou Powell, 
Rev. Leo Bracken, Hugh Caison 
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Justin Blake Hunter G. Braxton Price 
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The first Chamber After Hours 
event was held Thursday, February 
24 at Friendly Ford. Over 25 folks 
came out for the event. 

These events will be planned for 
most months this year, with the 
next event planned for March 24 at 
Bill Carone Chevrolet-GM-Buick at 
5:30 p.m.  
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