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 The earliest 
days of the Godwin family 
in eastern North Carolina 
began around 1906 or so, 
when Eddie Walter 
Godwin traveled down 

from Delaware on the train, bringing his 
bicycle. He would stop off at various train 
stops and he would ride the countryside 
looking for timberland. Finding a great 
amount of suitable land, he brought his 
family to settle this area. They first settled 
in Duplin County, near Ryan’s Crossroads 
(now the Penderlea area) and set up their 
first sawmill. The family later moved to 
Point Caswell and used Lanes Ferry to raft 
logs down the Cape Fear River to Wilming-
ton. It was only a matter of time before 

they grew their logging and sawmill lum-
ber business. By 1909, E. W. Godwin & 
Sons lumber business was actively pro-
viding building materials to the local Wil-
mington and 
Cape Fear 
market. There 
was also a mill 
location in 
Teachey- just 
behind where 
the current 
E.W. Godwin 
location is to-
day, and the company maintained a store 
location in this market until 1999.            
 E. W. Godwin’s 3 sons actively 
shared responsibility in the family business  
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By Sheila C. Young 
Chamber President 

 People are more conscious than ever of their 
pocketbooks and the environment. Walmart Super-
center in Wallace is addressing both of those is-
sues. The new store on N.C. Hwy. 41 plans to 
open August 19. Jeff Neil, manager of the Wallace 
Walmart Supercenter, and member of the Wallace 
Chamber of Commerce, took time out of his busy 
schedule to discuss some of the exciting changes. 
Neil began with providing some statistics. Wal-
lace’s supercenter will be the 108th store in North 
Carolina. The new store size is 150,000 square 
feet with approximately 142,000 items of merchan-
dise. This store will employ 250-plus associates, 
which includes the 100 additional employees that  

Leigh Anne Fletcher, grocery co-manager 
and Jeff Neil, manager of Walmart, are ex-
cited about the new store that will be open-
ing August 19. The new and improved Wal-
mart will have 24 checkouts and offer more 
services than ever before. There will be a 
full-service bank, salon, and Subway res-
taurant plus a full line of groceries.  
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 Mae Tuggle has been sewing since she doesn’t know when. She 
learned much of her trade working for a designer outside of Washington 
D.C. She moved back to Wallace several years ago and opened Divine 
Fashions doing custom sewing and alterations at 117 E. Main St. Mae’s 
work is beautiful! Her drapes and curtains are inspired, and her cushions 
have all the professional detailing needed to make them top of the line. 
Her services include design and installation. Mae has taken on sewing 
jobs for organizations doing tote bags for conferences, and offers mono-
gram services. She has a number of vendor samples and a large selec-
tion of quality upholstery fabrics that can be ordered, and fringes and 
beaded edgings as well. If you can imagine it, Mae can make it!  Mae also 
accepts furniture and small household items for consignment sale. This 
past spring, she expanded to the adjacent store front and has opened a 
quality resale clothing shop. The merchandise mix includes separates, 
dresses, shoes, formal and bridal wear, as well as some menswear items. 
Stop in and see all that Mae and Divine Fashions has to offer. 

 Apart from the shops, Mae is an ordained minister, and pastor of 
the Harvest Time congregation. The congregation met at the Billy O. 
Rivenbark building that recently burned. Watching the fire, Mae thought 
perhaps it would end her ministry, until one of the firemen told her he had 
found her ordination paper and it was unburned. The congregation is so 
grateful to the Wallace American Legion Post for offering the use of their 
building until they can find another permanent place to worship!  
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contemporary musical group for the millen-
nium, has a repertoire including jazz, stan-
dards, classics, rhythm & blues and oldies.  

 The group is from Rocky Mount, North 
Carolina and has performed in a variety of set-
tings from The Down East Festival in Rocky 
Mount, North Carolina, The North Carolina 

Mental Health Association, Capital City Club in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
Victory Celebration for the Congresswoman Eva Clayton, Opening act for 
The Spinners, Jerry Butler, The 1999 World Special Olympics to The US 
Open Golf Tournament in Pinehurst, North Carolina.  

 From a combined talent pool of over 30 years of experience 
comes a variety of possible groups - from solo piano up to a sextet includ-
ing both singer and horns. In other words, WINSTON has something for 
everyone! 

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend this final concert.  

 

  

 Continued from page 1 

as the second generation. William 
(Uncle Earl) oversaw the ground 
mills on various timberland pro-
jects. Grandfather Edward man-
aged the office and paid the bills. 
The company is now in the hands 
of the 5th generation of the family. 

 The company is celebrat-
ing its 100th Anniversary this year, 
and the location on N. Norwood St. 
will celebrate its second anniver-
sary of re-opening this Labor Day. 
Buddy Boone and his staff have 
the expertise to help you get ex-
actly what you need for your build-
ing or home improvement projects- 
and if they don’t have something in 
stock, it is merely a matter of call-
ing Wilmington for it. They offer a 
free delivery service, which is a 
def in i te  p lus  these days! 
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 The Wade family and the local Wilmington area McDonald’s 
owner operators, including Hugh Caison, in cooperation with the Ronald 
McDonald House Charities are delighted to announce The Play for 
Emily Memorial Golf Tournament. The Ronald McDonald House Chari-
ties are programs that are dispersed throughout the globe providing 
affordable accommodations, warm meals, and most importantly warm 
solace to those whose families are undergoing hospital treatments. 

Their main focus is centered on the critical needs of the children. Whether it is to 
provide playrooms, support services, or accredited schooling programs, the RMHC 
is committed to supplying the utmost comfort and support. After thirty-five years, the 
RMHC has established a network that provides almost ten thousand families daily 
medical support that could not be achieved without the help of their services. 

 The tournament will be played at the Landfall Country Club Nicholas 
Course on September 21.There will be a 9:00 a.m. Shotgun Start.  The fee is $1000 
per team and   hole sponsorships are $250. The deadline to enter is September 1. 
Go to their web site for complete information and an entry form at 
www.ronaldhouse.org/page/events or call Happy Wade at 910-262-6238. 
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will be hired to run the new store. It will be Wallace’s largest employer. “This is a 
real boost for the local economy,” said Neil. “The complex will not only add to Wal-
lace’s tax base but  also play a direct role in sales tax revenue the town receives 
and other costs such as utility revenues for the town.”  

Energy Conservation 

Walmart is building a better store and has gone “green and energy efficient” with 
many of their designs and energy-conversation techniques for a more sustainable 
environment. Some of the ways this is being achieved is through a daylight harvest-
ing system, energy management system and heat reclamation. Restrooms are even 
energy efficient, reducing water consumption by 78 percent. Many recycled products 
went into use at the store with reclaimed byproducts going into the cement and cabi-
netry.  

New layout for better  customer experience 

Neil said the customers can enjoy a great selection of merchandise, groceries, fresh 
produce, gardening supplies and pharmacy — all at great prices. Walmart has taken 
major steps to refresh its stores, merchandise and customer experience. The gro-
cery section will offer meal solutions including fresh produce, meats, deli items and 
other take home meals. The new layout creates an open shopping environment with 
wider aisles that contain no product displays.  

Walmart has extended their enormous arms to embrace small-town Wallace. They 
are reaching out into the community and especially to the Wallace Chamber of 
Commerce. The corporation is striving hard to make the grade as a good corporate 
citizen. The chamber welcomes Walmart and all the people it will bring to the com-
munity. It is hoped these employees and consumers will shop at other stores before 
leaving town.  

“Entrepreneur Academy” 
James Sprunt Community  

College Small Business Center  
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm each session 

 

What it takes to be a  
Successful Entrepreneur  

Tuesday, July 28  

Boyette Bldg. Room 113  

Do you have what it takes to be a suc-
cessful entrepreneur?  This session will 
help you evaluate your skills, and discuss 
the process for turning the idea you have 
for a business into reality. 
 

How to Start a Business  
Tuesday, August 4  

Boyette Bldg. Room 149 

 All of the requirements of starting a busi-
ness, legal structure, business plan, mar-
ket plans, web site presence, license, etc. 
will be shared. 
 

How to Write a Business Plan   
Tuesday, August 11   

Boyette Bldg. Room 113  

The key components of a business plan 
and  cash flow analysis will be discussed. 
 

How to Finance Your  
Small Business  

Tuesday, August 25   

Boyette Bldg. Room 113   

This seminar provides facts about ade-
quate financing for your small business. 
Topics include sources for business  capi-
tal, selecting a bank and negotiating fi-
nancing 

Please reserve your seat by calling 
910-296-2430  

Continued from page 1 
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 Wallace will be added to the Civil War 
Trails map because of the role the town and railroad 
played in the transport of troops and prisoners dur-
ing the Civil War. A plaque will be placed on the 
grounds of the Wallace Depot commemorating that 
history. There are numerous Civil War history buffs 
who plan trips using the map, and Wallace stands to 
see increased tourist traffic as a result of being in-
cluded. New Wallace postcards will be produced 
and available at other sites along the Civil War Trail 
as well as at the Chamber office.   
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